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Module 6: Composting


	Module Description

	

	Composting is a method that imitates the natural process of turning organic waste to valuable compost. Compost is a well-known method for increasing soil organic content and improving soil fertility. It can be made on the farm at a very low cost, requiring mostly the farmers input. Effective management of agricultural waste is important to mitigate the environmental impact of farming. Expertise and knowledge are critical for creating a compost with rich and beneficial characteristics for agriculture. 

This module aims to educate participants on the principle, benefits and methods of composting in agriculture. Participants will learn how to reduce agricultural waste and contribute to a more sustainable environment. Through the acquired knowledge they will be able to individually carry out the composting process and safely utilize compost for their own benefit. 

	Learning Outcomes

	

	· Able to safely and efficiently apply the different composting methods in the farm, 
· Learn the process and science behind composting to gain a better understanding of the composting process,
· Understand the difficulties and benefits of practicing composting,
· Consider environmental risks associated with composting, 
· Learn the basic types of compost and be able to choose the proper method and materials to create compost. 

	Literature

	Composting Processes for Agricultural Waste Management: A Comprehensive Review: 
https://www.mdpi.com/2227-9717/11/3/731 

	Composting from organic municipal solid waste: a sustainable tool for the environment and to improve grape quality
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/journal-of-agricultural-science/article/composting-from-organic-municipal-solid-waste-a-sustainable-tool-for-the-environment-and-to-improve-grape-quality/253248EE94A50CAAA0A9D8990384CEC9 

	[bookmark: _GoBack]An agroecological structure model of compost—soil—plant interactions for sustainable organic farming: https://www.nature.com/articles/s43705-023-00233-9 

	Videos

	

	3.4 Operating the Composting Process: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zsIfrm5xgQY 

	COMPOST and Soil Biology: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NuHEoix8HFo 
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